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“A nation that destroys its soils 
destroys itself.”
Franklin D. Roosevelt

Everything we eat, drink, wear and 
breathe passes through the soil





However, little attention for soil biodiversity
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2010: Global Soil Biodiversity Initiative founded



Now is the time to include organisms in soil policies
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Africa 63 - Asia 146 - Australia/Oceania 47 - Europe 318 - North America 286 - South 
America 74
• Provide a reservoir of >900 specialists globally and regionally
• Contribute to scientific updates and policy actions
• Address all aspects of soil biodiversity and ecosystem 

services
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Database synthesis

Harmonization of methods

Soil biodiversity education

Early career scientists

Urban soil biodiversity

Todays’

celebration!

Some activities of the Global Soil Biodiversity Initiative



Global Soil Biodiversity Atlas 
launch sites

Untitled layer

Washington, D.C.

Moab, UT

Flagstaff, AZ

Phoenix, AZ

Goiania, Brazil

Rolim de Maoura, Brazil

Edinburgh, Scotland

Nairobi, Kenya

Bengaluru, India

Nara, Japan

Fort Lauderdale, FL

Manchester, UK

Bolivia

Freemantle, Western Australia

Paris, France

Canberra, Australia

Global Soil Biodiversity Atlas Launch Sites





What’s next?





Support the next generations!









European Academies of Science Advisory Council
Work group

•Climate control and consequences of climate change
•Health of humans, animals, and plants
•Food quality and security
•Habitat, landscape, cultural, and biodiversity security

Specialists from 18 European countries
Report on threats and opportunities of soils
Due Fall 2017



Education and outreach

Soil animal counting day
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Soil animal day in The Netherlands



Soil animals at 8 o’clock news!



Trends in grain yield of the three major cereal crops for selected regions 
since the start of the green revolution in the 1960s

Grassini et al. Nat Comm  2013



Loss of soil biodiversity in Europe owing to intensification of agriculture

Tsiafouli et al.2014  Global Change Biology,973-985

Countries:

SE Sweden

UK United Kingdom

CZ Czech Republic

GR Greece

G=grassland

E=extensive agriculture

I=intensive agriculture



Bardgett and van der Putten Nature 2014

Feed the World = Feed the Soil
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